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Four people on a trek, come upon a rope bridge that must be crossed to 
reach home.  

The bridge only holds two people. It’s dark and they have just one torch so 
their only option is to lead each other across, back and forth, until they are all 
across.  

The first person claims they can cross the bridge in 1 minute, the next person 
in 2 minutes, the next in 5 minutes and the last in 10 minutes.  As each pair 
crosses they go at the slower persons speed.

How quickly can they cross the bridge? 
(19 minutes is not good enough) 
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